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The practice of practical faith

Fall Series:



Do not merely listen to the word and so 
deceive yourselves. Do what it says.

The man…. not forgetting what he has 
heard, but doing it – he will be blessed in
what he does.

James 1:22; 25



For knowledge to fulfill  
its intended purpose
it must be applied.



Application

Knowledge

GRACE



“But he gives more grace...Humble yourself 
before the Lord and he will lift you up.”

James 4: 6;10

God’s grace both 
Pardons and Empowers us. 





“American culture is shifting into a different era in 
which Christianity is not necessarily seen as a social 
good; it is seen as socially awkward at best, and 
subversive at worst.

For a long time the church assumed the culture 
wanted to live up to its conception of the good life. 
The church needs to see that if those days ever 
existed, they are no more!”

-Russell Moore



When Christians put their 
faith into action, the 

purposes of God are fulfilled.









As Christians…

In a changing culture, how do we 
show others the great value of 
Jesus to our lives?







Big Idea…

Nothing draws out and shows the 
glorious value of Jesus in a life like 

difficulty.



Is life….

Easy or Hard

?



Big Idea…

Nothing draws out and shows the 
glorious value of Jesus in a life like 

difficulty.



Part 2 

Four experiences I can have 
that show the glorious value of 

Jesus in my life

Part 1 

Key Words in the text.



Trial:

Testing:

An external pressure; that
of being crushed.

An internal ‘crucible’ for 
the sake of purification.



Perseverance:

Mature:

Endurance in 
consistency of purpose.

Whole in mental and 
moral character.



Wisdom:

Doubt:

The knowledge and the 
practice of upright and Godly living.

One who hesitates because 
they sit in judgment.



Double 
minded:

Stood the
test:

Two affectual loyalties.

Not counterfeit or fake.



To know and show the 
glorious value of Jesus in a 

life during difficulty 
we must respond  correctly.



Part 2 

Four experiences I can have 
that show the glorious value of 

Jesus in my life



1. God given JOY in the 
face of pain.

“The Christian’s joy is essentially the 
enjoyment of our God, and our relationship 
with him.” Jerry Bridges



JJ



Joni Erickson Tada 

“The lessons I have 
learned about God 
have been so 
satisfying that I 
wouldn’t give back 
this wheel chair 
for anything!”



I have learned the secret of being content in 
any and every situation, whether well fed or 
hungry, whether living in plenty or in want. I 
can do all this through him who gives me 
strength. Phil 4: 12-13



2. Maturity in the midst 
of struggle.

“Part of our struggle with God working spiritual 
maturity into our lives is that we often fail to 
agree with God how little we have of it (maturity) 
and how much we need it.” D. Moo



Our deliberate choice to stay faithful to 
God’s will in difficult situations 
knowing that God is working for our 
good and his glory.

Perseverance =





3. Wisdom in the midst 
of testing.

Wisdom is  knowledge and the 
practice of upright and Godly living.









4. Blessing according to
God promises.

“But if you remain faithful even when 
facing death, I will give you the crown 
of life.” Rev. 2:10



What next step can I take…

Mine it: the book of James.

Count it: all your reasons for joy.




